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but the rest is silence, until we come to the time of
Edward the Confessor. The Domesday Survey shows
that in the time of the Confessor, Gloucester rendered as
part of its farm 36 * dicres ' of iron, probably in the form
of horseshoes, and 100 rods suitable for making bolts
for the king's ships,1 while from Pucklechurch in the
same country came yearly 90 * blooms ' of iron.2 The
same Survey mentions that there were six smiths in
Hereford, each of whom had yearly to make for the
king 120 horseshoes; at Hessle, in the West Riding—
one of the few Yorkshire manors which had increased
in value between 1066 and 1086—it records six iron-
workers, and it also refers to iron mines on the borders
of Cheshire, in Sussex, and elsewhere.
During the twelfth century the industry appears to
have expanded. In the North, at Egremont, we read
of the grant of an iron mine to the monks of St. Bees,3
and at Denby a similar grant was made about 1180 by
William FitzOsbert to the Cistercians of Byland,4
whose mining activities had already, ten years earlier,
brought them into collision with their brethren of the
neighbouring Abbey of Rievaulx.5 Still earlier, in 1161,
Robert de Busli had given the monks of Kirkstead a site
in Kimberworth for four forges—two for smelting and
two for working iron—with the right to dig ore and to
take dead wood for fuel. In the next generation they
agreed to modify their rights, so that they would not.
dig in arable land unless it was lying fallow, they would
1 Dom. Bk., i. 162.   The ' dicre ' is a measure of ten, presumably
of ten bars of standard size or weight.	z Ibid.
3	V. C. H. Cumberland, ii. 340.
4	Facsimiles of Charters in B. M., no. 64.
&  7. C. H. Yorks., ii. 342.

